" County, this is one pu&i-:lic :
- meeting you might wint to

I fyou live in Greenwopd

Tn fact, if you drink water p'roQ "

vided by Greenwood, flush a toi-

let into the sewer system, live on

the lake, enjoy recreation on the

lake, work in a business that uses
the lake’s water, have electricity

— that covers a good bit — you

really should attend.

Why? The meeting, among
other things, will cover the lale’s
. future. And the future doesn’t

look real great right now, unless

- the county abides by an unfinded
federal mandate. Soon. - -

An arm of the federal govern-
ment’s alphabet soup, the Federal.
Energy Regulatory Commission,
has told the county it has to spend

somewhere bétween $15 million

.and $30 million to keep us from
‘drowning our neighbors in Saluda

County in the evert an earthquake
rips apart the dam at Buzzard’s’

" Roost.

- Ifthe-county does not act an
FERC’s demand (note: that's -
demrnd, not request), Robbie
Templeton, Jim Kierand the rest
of the gang on county council
could end up behind bars,

OK, beftre you laugh and ask,
“In that case, what's the prob-
lem?” you need to understand
that Greenwood’s wonderfill lake
would also cease to exist. Instead,
it would resort to being a river
winding its way down to Saluda.
A narrow river,

You see, FERC isn’t backing
down on this. We — yes, we
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—- have to foot the bill to shore up
the dam, .

, Now you're thinking, “Hey,
tiverfront property might be real
nice! Tell FERC to...”

A word or two of caution about
giving up the lake and letting a
river nun through it;

B The river wouldn’t provide

Too late to shed a river of tears when the

nearly the drinking water we cur-
rently enjoy. Buy il elsewhere?
Maybe. But consider the possible
piice iag, .

B Not ail the current lakefront
property would become riverfront
property. So? 8o it winds up hav-
ing a lower property value, _

8 It was the Iake, ot a river,
that ereated much of our industrial
base, which is dependent on an
abundant water supply. :

Starting to see the big picture?
String the clichés together. Our
backs are up against the wall,
FERC is holding a gun to our
heads, The feds have us in a t] ght
spof. .
Yep. All true. But we have to
deal with it. Tt's our lake, and our
lake is our source of drinking
water, water lo supply industrial
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- STATE OF THE

COUNTY MEETING

& When: 6:30 p.m. Tussday,
May 23

B Where: Arts' Center (old
Federal Building) EE

B Who should attend:
Greenwood Gounty residents

needs (present and future), tax

+ Ievenue, recreation and more. ft's

our lake, it's our dam problem.
And so again, atiend the meet-
ing on the 23rd: Funding the dam
project is among the topics. Coun-
ty council, in its infinite wisdom,
could simply hike the property
taxes and let only Greenwood
County residents enjoy footing
the bill. While that might keep
them out of jail, it wouldnt keep
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y drain our lake

them in great favor with a number
of voters! Another option that -
will be discussed is a referendum
o raise the sales tax by a penny
and then rolling that penny tax
bacl once the dam work is paid
for. The greatest appeal this has is
that at least Greenwood County.
residents would have help from
neighboring counties and tourists
in paying the bill. And the lat-

est estimate is that 40 percent of
sales tax generated in Greenwood
County is coming from the wal-
lets of non-residents.

Also up for discussion: funding -
for the county’s proposed new
library and discussion of county
worldoree issues.

Richard S. Whiting can be
reached at rvhiting@indexjour-
wal.com or 943-2527,



