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LAKE

Continyed from IA .

‘Once the projects are paid
for, the tax comes off the books. |
State law says it must, another
government mandate in which |
local officials have no choice
but to comply: '

Fowler said the Partncrshlp
Alliance will take no active role-.
in influencing the committee’s
recommendations. The organi-
zation does not injéct itself into
political questions, he said
.~ However, a discussion of this
.- “big ticket” item will be part-of
-the agenda for the upcoming
State of Greenwood meeting,
* being organized by the Partner-

ship Alliance. , )

The meeting will be 6: 30 p.m,
May 23 at the Arts Center in the
Federal Bmldmg
- “It won’t be just the Part-
nership. This will be a yearly’
dddress by many groups, the
city and county — representa-
tives from agencies that make
Greenwood a better place to
live,” Fowler said. *We will
address job creation and reten-
tion. The ¢ounty will address

" major infrastructure; The city
will address tourism and the

City Center Master Plan, And

we: will have a new business:

announcement that night,” -

What. the various govern-
ments. and agencies needs,
Fowler said, is someone’to call

- the meeting. “We coordmale -
_:the activities. There are many
people working day to day on :
programs to enhance the quality
of life,” he said. “We act more
as a staffing position instead of
taking actual political views.
*We have no influence or say-
so over what projects (the pro-

posed sales tax would fund).”

But, when asked, Fowler
doesn’t shy away from promot-,
ing Greenwood’s watery jewel,
“New development on the lake
is good for everyone in the
county,” he said. “It helps hold
‘the line on everyone's property
tax, since government needs a
set amount of money to pro-
vide the services that people _
demand.”

That “holding the lmc aspect
is something e]se Fowler can
take with him on the road to talk
to- business and indusiry pros-
pects. Penny-watching CFOs
are bound to perk up when they :
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