We have received: today- .

‘ nght reasons to' preserve; pro-

© tect; plan and work’ together for

.'the good'of what I consider to be
- our:“diamond in the rough” -
- Lake Greenwood -

Water,” a necesmty of life;
: Webster 5
f.chtlonary defines: water as “a
. major-constituent of all living
- matter” We, " and “all living
. things, cannot do without it, and

pIemtude of rivers and lakes, to
© include Savannah’ Lakés, Lake'-
Murray, ‘Lake Keowee, Lake
Jocassee,: Lake Wateree ‘Lalke

HartWell Lake - Wylie, Lake

Mamon Lake Moultrie -and;’ of"

. course; Lake Rabon and othets,
* We. in ' Laurens; and Greenwood
counties’ Have ‘2. jewel . lying:
bef:Ween

Lake: Greenwood = its’ waler

property” values, recreatlonal
opportunities, environment, and

Citsr impact on- the future of our LA
counties. How preclous thls lalce .

is to'all of us., . P e
_-'As.th‘e. chai'rrn'a'n of 'the'-BODS

“Jason 'to “address;. from’ th

Laurens  Chamber’s pointof
.view,: the- importance of Lake-

Greenwood to Laurens County;
. and bneﬂy, I will do my best. by

“call'to’ action™ and we necd o -lﬁ:ghlighting'fitie areas

~do what we need to da forall the -

" New:. Collegmte'

1 hlgh]lght the word: fall?t oo

: - full-time residents;: others. ]
recreational lake. honse County-_:'
re51dents who own. recre _,ional.'

_ horseshoes swu:um I

Lake Greenwond _
~ment of the populatmn- who are..
_te do to use;: pm-" - recreational opportunities: and
tect: and ‘entiance. it? We. came{
- here today because: we. are all

' concerned: about the ﬁ.ltlllfB of

¢ retirees to jts side

~‘of the Laurens County Chamiber .
- of Commerce, I was- asked by,

+1. Qualify - of  life,

Laurens County. .

i There are: more than 1 000:;
res1dents of Laurens . County
_who live an the eastern shores of

the . lake - from. Waterloo and:
Cross Hill to areas southward..
New residents and homeowuersx
_are cormng to the lake from: all

points in the county to enjoy the

‘good life on the water; Some are.
: GLEAMNS area in populatmn
‘increasing . to 81,560,. while -
- Greenwood w111 be second at_‘f

late summer afternoo

boating, water skiing; wa /e it

ning, . flshmg,

act1v1t1es

Ret1rees are a mgmfl ant segs

drawn © to" the *lake: St

‘Carolina is one: of the top five
states that attracts: retirees; who 7
‘have already made’ significant
economic differences _elsewhere’
and-gre" lookmg to. relocate “to -
‘ water property away. from the\'.
_ blg cities. - '
- While Greenwuod County 15

doirig a great job of: ttractlng

Laurens County,:

radar screen when it* eumes to:
retirement. Regrettably, Laurens -
County is not even' listed with -
the Carolina Active Retirement

Association (CARA) Web site.-

"We need to do something about,_
'.that' ECDI’]DIDIC deve!opment_'

- will. This is an afea that T'm stre.
'planmng to pursue! -

has an impact” on;
S Countys growth. -
Lake '
Greenweod has. a " tremendous -
impact on the quahty of hfe f‘or'

- College, Piedmont - Tech, great
ing,  health care; quaint. dewntown
".:_shops our interstate highways
- and Lake Greenwood make our -

agencles “tell 1§ :that fen upper__-

" income: retirees ‘will have the

same economic fmpact ona;
commumty as a small- factory

the Laurens: Cotinty Chamber is

It's interesting to’ me that the .
two- areas’ of Laurens County
which grew the: most between -

11990 and 2000 were the north-
“ ern’ portion, in' cloge. proximity.
to. Greenville, -

and the “area -
around ~ Lake Greenwood. -
Further, in a recent workforce
profile. of the Upper .Savannah.-
ared’ published ‘by. the South
Carolina -Employment Secunty-
Commission, I noted the i projec-
tign  that by 2015, Laurens
County - will lead  the.

73,680.

"".Obv1ouely, : Presbytenan-i

ve, ‘Tear our chlldren te-live
hlstory and * enjoy tremendous

the beauty of the great oirtdoors,
=35 Property: valués:and: tax
base Let’s talk a minute about
property values and ‘tax - base.’
Despite. lithited infrastructure
on: the Laurens. County. side of
Lake Greenwood, property” on

=the lake i is-among the most vaiu- :
_able in L

_cent]y that.these days; proper-:
ty on a teaspoon of water 15?
valuable,.. -+

In - recent years

Laurens"

‘County has ‘experienced’ major
upheavals in its tax base through

plant closings, and it is 1mpor—_
tant that the cmmty maxumze

s Cewha Mvmm ‘Vlmw 6, 2@4,,

'-”._could provide a source of mak-:

~working: “with

f’?-‘The‘:'lmportance of _Lake‘Greenwood to our county-

and. enhance those . areds “that
have increased. in value = : "
like: Lake Greenwaod; -

4. Dconom:c develupment

. Of course, Lake Greenwoad
 affects ‘economiic’ development. ;
In_the econothic “development
. plan of Laurens: County, we
15" emphasme ‘the p

son to. locate in our
we' know; - prox1m1
body of water is ‘4]
card for ‘an induist:
locate where life is good. -

- With ' our fourtlane ; nghway

-';72 from Lake Greenwood to the

city of Clinton, Laurens County.
will - have a-large. and largely T
untapped area’ for economic -
development. This ' can’include
commercial;: remdentlal and’ |
(with the r1ght mix of mfrastruc-‘.. :
ture) industrial’ deve]opment ’

5. Water and: ‘waste” water
services. I would hope that thei

development of adequate water
. and wasie water’ services’in thig
area: between’ Lake Greenwood: :
- and Clinton; and even across the
“bridge: to. Laurens Couuty, _wa
‘be a’ pnomty 0

ing  Lanrens: and Greenwood

“counties a-“little’ b1t of heaven”

We can do it if we work’ togeth-

‘er] That is:the challenge.:

-The Laurens County Chamber
of Commerce looks. forward to
Greenwood
County and upstream commini--

“ties along the Saluda and Reedy”

rivers to ensure that both' drirk- -

ing’ watet and” Tecreation are as
: safe as possible
-ing" property - ‘values: and the’
“good life that Lake ' Greénwood:
- residents:. on’-both 31des of the'

;- while presery=

lake currently enjny
- 'I'thank you for your attentmn,-

" your interest, and for what' you o+
will: do. for the future of our :

COIﬂmﬂI‘lltlBS




